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our nation. In addition, I am confident that my 
colleagues in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives join me in honoring Mr. Adams for his 
service.
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Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, today I would like 
to salute an outstanding young woman who 
has been honored with the Girl Scouts of the 
USA Gold Award by Girl Scouts of the Mis-
sissippi Valley, Inc. in Rock Island, Illinois. 
She is Maria Witte of Girl Scout Troop 4043. 

She is being honored for earning the high-
est achievement award in Girl Scouting. The 
Girl Scout Gold Award symbolizes outstanding 
accomplishments in the areas of leadership, 
community service, career planning, and per-
sonal development. The Girl Scout Gold 
Award can be earned by girls ages 14–17 or 
in grades 9–12. 

Girl Scouts of the USA, an organization 
serving over 2.6 million girls, has awarded 
more than 20,000 Girl Scout Gold Awards to 
Senior Girl Scouts since the inception of the 
program in 1980. To receive the award, a Girl 
Scout must fulfill five requirements: earn four 
interest project patches, earn the Career Ex-
ploration Pin, earn the Senior Girl Scout Lead-
ership Award, earn the Senior Girl Scout Chal-
lenge, and design and implement a Girl Scout 
Gold project. A plan for fulfilling the require-
ments of the award is created by the Senior 
Girl Scout and is carried out through close co-
operation between the girl and an adult Girl 
Scout volunteer. 

As a member of the Girl Scouts of the Mis-
sissippi Valley, Inc., Maria began working to-
ward the Girl Scout Gold Award in June 1999. 
Maria worked with her partner on painting a 
wall mural for a local gymnastics facility. 

The earning of the Girl Scout Gold Award is 
a major accomplishment for Maria and I be-
lieve she should receive the public recognition 
due her for this significant service to her com-
munity and her country.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor former Undersheriff of Madera 
County, Thomas Charles Turk on the occasion 
of his retirement. The event commemorating 
the occasion will be held in Madera County at 
the Fairgrounds in Chowchilla, California on 
Saturday, April 26th, 2003. 

Thomas Turk has dedicated half of his life 
to law enforcement. As a young man he was 
drafted into the United States Army and 
served for two years as a military policeman. 
When he came out of active duty, he joined 
the Madera County Sheriff’s department and 
was assigned to the jail. After one year, he 
began patrolling the Chowchilla streets work-

ing out of a substation. He was respected and 
admired by the community. For much of his 
career, Tom was on a first name basis with 
most of Madera County. He was later ap-
pointed to the Detective Division and then to 
Sergeant. There, he learned that every time 
you get promoted you get moved to the grave-
yard shifts. Tom worked his way up through 
the ranks, from Sergeant to Lieutenant, and 
then to Undersheriff. 

Undersheriff Turk dedicated his life to his 
department and the people of Madera County. 
He never stopped promoting the integrity of 
the Department and the honor of his position. 
Tom has worked countless overnight shifts, 
which accounts for his two ‘‘Officer of the 
Year’’ commendations, and has done so with 
the utmost humility. Tom’s dedication to his 
job makes great departments such as the one 
in Madera County. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor Under-
sheriff Thomas Charles Turk for his service to 
the County of Madera and for his outreach to 
the community of which he served. I invite my 
colleagues to join me in commending Thomas 
for his devotion throughout his career and in 
wishing him many years of continued success.
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Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to take this opportunity to honor Ms. 
Elizabeth Ann Krabill upon her selection as 
the 2003 United States Cherry Blossom 
Queen. 

Elizabeth, a sophomore Economics major at 
Cornell University, was selected as the U.S. 
Cherry Blossom Queen on April 4, 2003. The 
tradition of crowning a national Cherry Blos-
som Queen is a long one, started by the Na-
tional Conference of State Societies in 1948. 
Elizabeth joins her 53 predecessors in rep-
resenting America as a Goodwill Ambassador. 
In fact, she will depart for a goodwill visit to 
Japan on May 1, 2003—less than a month 
after her coronation. In Japan, Elizabeth will 
participate in a series of celebrations and con-
ferences over two weeks. 

Before her ascent to the national crown, 
Elizabeth was chosen as Virginia’s 2003 Cher-
ry Blossom Princess. Elizabeth finds herself in 
familiar company: Elizabeth’s mother, aunt 
and sister all preceded her as Cherry Blossom 
Princesses at one time. Elizabeth grew up in 
McLean, Virginia and graduated from National 
Cathedral School. She excelled at competitive 
swimming in high school and was twice cho-
sen as captain of her swim team. She has 
spent two summers sharing her swimming tal-
ents with children as a swimming lesson in-
structor at Beauvoir Summer Camp. At Cor-
nell, Elizabeth is active in her sorority, Alpha 
Phi, as the Vice President of Marketing. 

Virginia is proud to send one of her native 
daughters into the international arena to rep-
resent the United States. A well-rounded and 
gifted individual, Elizabeth Krabill will rep-
resent her country with dignity and poise, and 
I applaud her initiative in seeking this great 
honor.
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Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to Dr. William A. Sederburg for his 
faithful service as president of Ferris State 
University in Big Rapids, Michigan. After eight 
years as president and one year as interim 
president at Ferris, Dr. Sederburg is retiring 
from his position. 

He became the 16th president of the college 
in 1995 after a distinguished career as a pro-
fessor, Michigan state senator, and successful 
businessman. Dr. Sederburg’s experience in 
higher education is exemplary. He has held 
numerous leadership positions in higher edu-
cation, including serving on the State Board of 
Education, chairing the Senate Select Com-
mittee on the Future of Higher Education, 
chairing the Senate Standing Committee on 
Higher Education and Technology, and 
chairing the Senate Appropriations Sub-
committee on Higher Education. 

Throughout his career and efforts, Dr. 
Sederburg has positively affected the lives of 
thousands of students. He is seen as a leader 
by his peers, as well as an educator and trust-
ed advisor to his students. Dr. Sederburg has 
worked tirelessly to improve the facilities and 
infrastructure on the Ferris State campus, and 
his dedication is an example to everyone. 

I am honored today to recognize Dr. William 
A. Sederburg for his many complishments, 
and thank him for his work.
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Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with joy 
that I rise today to once again pay tribute to 
Bronx Community College, which will hold its 
25th Anniversary Hall of Fame 10K Run on 
Saturday, May 3, 2003. 

The Hall of Fame 10K Run was founded in 
1978 by Bronx Community College’s third 
president, Dr. Roscoe C. Brown and today 
continues to be an event of great significance. 
Its mission is to highlight the Hall of Fame for 
Great Americans, a national institution dedi-
cated to those who have helped to make 
America great. 

The 10K race tradition continues under the 
stewardship of Dr. Carolyn G. Williams. Dr. 
Williams has endorsed and follows the com-
mitment made by Dr. Brown to promote phys-
ical fitness and highlight higher education. 

As one who has run the Hall of Fame 10K 
Run, I can attest that the excitement it gen-
erates brings the entire City together. It is a 
celebration and an affirmation of life. It feels 
wonderful to enable more than 400 people to 
have this experience—one that will change the 
lives of many of them. It is an honor for me 
to join once again the hundreds of joyful peo-
ple who will run along the Grand Concourse, 
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